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From the Director 

Hello everyone,  

Welcome to the summer edition of DPLU News, the Department 
of Planning and Land Use’s customer newsletter. We have a lot of 
exciting things to tell you about this quarter. In a few short months, 
our County Board of Supervisors will consider the General Plan 
Update, which was endorsed 6-1 by the Planning Commission in 
May. DPLU won two National Association of Counties awards in 
June, and we’ve added another new service to cut land-counter 
wait times, our “self-serve” kiosk. As always, DPLU is striving to 
be the best land-use department it can be.  
 
Until next time,  

- Eric Gibson, Director, Department of Planning and Land Use 

Summer 2010 

Planning Commission, DPLU team up for Field Trip 

The San Diego 
County Planning 
Commission, 
with a little help 
from DPLU’s 
Project Planning 
Division, held a 
rare and suc-
cessful field trip 
June 12 to    
Valley Center. 
The commission 
took its public 
meeting “on the 
road” to get a 
better under-
standing of the Valley Center community and a proposed large 
residential project. The commission is scheduled to consider a 
request by the project’s supporters --- which would allow the     
project to be submitted to the County for review and eventually 
judged for approval or denial --- at its Aug. 6 public hearing. Vice-
chairman Leon Brooks told the people who came to the field trip 
that in most cases, the Planning Commission gets all the informa-
tion it needs to make decisions about proposed projects from 
DPLU staff reports, maps and public hearing testimony. However, 
he said, sometimes, in cases like Valley Center, a rural commu-
nity with rolling hills that do not look the same on two-dimensional 
maps, the commission likes to take a closer look.   
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Project Planning 

Important Project Planning 
Links:   

 

 California Environmental Quality 

Act (CEQA) Flow Chart  

  Conditions of Approval Manual 

 Developer Deposits 

 Discretionary Permits and           

Application Forms 

 Environmental Impact Report 

Guidelines 

 Fee Schedule 

 How Much Discretionary Permits 

Cost; How Much Time they Take 

 Project Issue Resolution 

San Diego County Planning Commission Vice-chairman Leon Brooks speaks 
at one of the stops on the commission’s June 12 field trip to Valley Center. 
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Cleaning a Pub-
lic Health Haz-
ard in Pala 

The County of 
San Diego’s Code 
Enforcement Divi-
sion protected the 
public’s safety in 
May by forcing a 
$16,000 cleanup 
of an illegal dump 
site that included 
six barrels of haz-
ardous materials 
on Lilac Road in Pala.  
The dump site, located just off the roadway, had actually been 
cleaned and fenced off in 2004 with the help of a one-time grant.  
However, some-
time after that, ve-
hicles knocked 
down the fencing 
and people began 
using the site as a 
dump again. 
A neighbor   com-
plained. Code En-
forcement investi-
gated and the 
County eventually 
pursued and won 
a court order to 
clean the mess. 
In all, 21 County and private employees were involved in the 
cleanup process, including: two Department of   Environmental 
Health workers to test the hazardous materials found in six of the 
seven barrels found on the property, a three-person crew to re-
move the hazardous waste under the supervision of the County 
Department of Environmental Health, and a 10-person team to 
remove a 40-cubic yard dumpster worth of tires, furniture, elec-
tronic waste and household waste.  
                                                                                                  Back to page one 

Summer 2010 
 

Code Enforcement 

 

See More Code Success Stories! 

 Removing an Illegal RV Storage Lot 
in Ramona. 

 Cleaning Up a Foreclosure in  Escon-
dido 

 Making a Neighborhood Safer 

 Tearing Down a Nuisance 

 Cleanup in La Mesa 

 Debris Removal in Ramona 

Before  

After  
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General Plan Update 

Planning Commission Hearing – July 9 

The San Diego County Planning Commission voted on two     
General Plan Update items July 9. The Commission voted 5-1-1, 
with Commissioner Adam Day opposed and Commissioner John 
Riess  absent, to recommend that the County Board of Supervi-
sors approve the Transfer of Development Rights program. 
The Commission also voted 6-0-1  to generally endorse staff-
proposed Zoning Ordinance changes that would keep the         
ordinance consistent with the proposed General Plan Update. The 
Commission did direct staff to review a number of proposed 
changes that would affect specific properties.  
All of the proposed changes were released for public review from 
June 1 through June 30. They were also sent to the County’s 
community advisory groups for review  in January, and to people 
whose properties would be affected for review from April 29 to 
June 1. 

For more information about the proposed Transfer of Develop-
ment Rights program, go to our website. The draft program was 
developed and based on two public workshops held in May and 
June. 

Policy and Ordinance Development   
Solar Energy Ordinance Scheduled for July 23 Planning   
Commission Hearing 

Advance Planning has been working on amendments that would 
improve the Zoning Ordinance’s renewable energy regulations.  
As a result of public comments received during public review of 
the ordinance staff will now move forward with two separate ordi-
nances; one for solar energy the other for wind energy (see the 
following item for more on wind energy). The draft Solar Energy 
Ordinance has just completed public review and is scheduled to 
be brought to the Planning Commission on July 23. The public 
can view the Solar Energy Ordinance at the DPLU Advance Plan-
ning Website (Staff Contact: Marcus Lubich) 

 

Interim Wind Energy Ordinance Available for Public Review.  
Planning Commission Hearing Scheduled for July 23 
Staff has been working on comprehensive updates to the existing 
wind energy regulations within the Zoning Ordinance.  As a result 
of public review on this comprehensive amendment, additional 
environmental analysis will be required.  

                                                                                                  Back to Page 1 
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July 9: Planning Commission: 
Zoning Consistency Review 
Transfer of Development 

July 23: Planning Commission: Solar 
Energy Ordinance 
Solar Energy Ordinance 
Interim Wind Energy Ordi-

Aug. 4: Board of Supervisors: 
Density Bonus Ordinance 
Tiered Winery Ordinance 

For more information and additional up-
coming meetings, please visit the Calen-
dar on the General Plan Update Web 
site. 

Did You Know? 
DPLU won two National Association 
of Counties (NACO) Achievement 
Awards in June, one for its Service 
First customer-service program and 
one for its Code Enforcement store-
front offices. 
Both programs were honored for be-
ing innovative and for increasing ser-
vices to the public. 
DPLU created the Service First Initia-
tive to rethink customer service from 
the public’s standpoint and to make it 
the department’s number-one goal. 
First, an independent   consultant 
thoroughly analyzed the   department 
--- what it did and how it did it. Then 
DPLU used the study to create an 
ambitious 67-task action plan to ef-
fect change. The tasks included im-
plementing dozens of process im-
provements and policy changes, re-
organizing the County’s  
land-use process, increasing online 
services for customers and improving 

(Continued on page 4) 
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In the interim, staff is bringing forward minor changes to the small 
wind energy system portion of the existing Zoning Ordinance to 
allow for additional small wind turbine systems with an Administra-
tive Permit.  The interim ordinance is currently out for public      
review and the ordinance will be before the Planning Commission 
on July 23.  You can view the   Interim Wind Energy Ordinance at 
the DPLU Advance Planning Website (Staff Contact: Carl Stiehl) 

  

Board of Supervisors Approve Medical Marijuana Ordinance 

On June 30, the Board of Supervisors approved Zoning             
Ordinance amendments (with revisions) that provide guidelines 
about how medical marijuana collectives could be sited within the 
unincorporated county and also approved Regulatory Code 
amendments as to the operation of medical marijuana collectives 
The ordinances will become effective on July 30. The adopted  
ordinances can be viewed on the DPLU Advance Planning Web-
site.   (Staff Contact:  Joseph Farace)  

 

Board to Consider Density Bonus Ordinance Aug.  4  

The Planning Commission voted 7-0 at its April 30 meeting to  
recommend the Board of Supervisors approve the Density Bonus  
Ordinance. The Board will consider the Density Bonus Ordinance 
at its Aug 4 meeting. Advance Planning website. (Staff Contact: 
Dixie Switzer) 

 

Tiered Winery Ordinance Recommended for Approval and 
Scheduled for August 4 Board Hearing 

On April 30 the Planning Commission recommended that the 
Tiered Winery Ordinance be approved with revisions.  The Plan-
ning Commission vote was 5-2 with Commissioners Beck and 
Reiss voting no. On June 25 a motion by the Planning Commis-
sion to recommend approval of a related GPA failed (3-2-0 with 
two members absent) because it did not receive at least four 
votes.  The Tiered Winery Ordinance would amend the Zoning 
Ordinance by introducing one new winery classification (Small 
Winery), revising two existing winery classifications and allowing 
Boutique Wineries as by-right use.  The Ordinance is anticipated 
to be before the Board of Supervisors on August 4. The ordinance 
can be viewed at:  Policy and Ordinance Development website 
(Staff Contact: Matt Schneider  

 

                                                                                                      Back to Page 1 
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communication with the public and 
other land use departments.  
Meanwhile, Code Enforcement’s 
Neighborhood Storefronts program 
was also innovative, finding a way to 
bring San Diego County closer to its 
constituents without  increasing costs 
to taxpayers. In big counties like San 
Diego (3,571 square miles) where 
people may have to drive long dis-
tance to visit government offices, 
citizens can sometimes feel that their 
government is remote, even uncar-
ing. That can be particularly true in 
services like Code Enforcement, 
which often deals with      disputes 
among neighbors. The goal of the 
storefronts program was to bring gov-
ernment to the neighborhoods, at 
little or no cost to the public. Codes 
opened four storefronts where, one 
day a week, neighbors could sit and 
talk face-to-face with a caring County 
representative. And, by opening the 
offices in already-existing govern-
ment buildings (Sheriff’s department, 
CAL FIRE) the County was able to 
provide the service without increasing 
costs. 

Did You Know? 

(Continued from page 3) 
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DPLU Approved New Lakeside Fire Station Site Plan 

A new $14.5 million Lakeside Fire Station endorsed by County 
Supervisors reached a significant milestone when the Department 
of Planning and Land Use approved the project’s Site Plan Re-
view Permit in May. 
With the approval, officials hope to start building the new station 
this summer. 
In 2007, County Supervisors made the new station the center 
piece to rejuvenate Lakeside’s Upper San Diego River Improve-
ment Redevelopment Project.  
The redevelopment plan will provide $11 million total, $550,000 a 
year for 20 years, to buy land and build the two-story, 22,000 
square-foot station. It will replace the Lakeside Fire Protection 
District’s smaller, older Station #2 in Eucalyptus Hills. All of the fire 
district’s current administrative services will be housed in the new 
station, as well as a fire engine, brush rig, ambulance, classroom, 
and emergency operations center. 
 
View our Web Site for more information:  
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/advance/index.html   or 
www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/gpupdate  
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Milestones in California     
Planning Law:  

 1917: Initial Zoning law enacted. 
 1927: Cities and counties are 

authorized to prepare General 
Plans. 

 1971: Safety, seismic safety, 
noise and scenic highway ele-
ments are required in general 
plans. Zoning and subdivision 
approvals required to be consis-
tent with the adopted general 
plan. 

 
(Source: State of California General 
Plan Guidelines) 
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McGrath Family YMCA Passed Final DPLU Inspections, 
Opened to the Public  
In April, The Depart-
ment of Planning and 
Land Use conducted 
final inspections and 
OK’d Rancho San 
Diego’s $8 million 
McGrath Family YMCA 
for occupancy. 
The two-story, 35,000 
square-foot fitness cen-
ter includes a gymna-
sium, child care center, multi-purpose room, two exercise rooms, 
a “mind-body” room, ball fields and basketball court. The grand 
opening was held April 8. The Building Division started working 
with East County YMCA in October 2008 to complete the project 
and conducted 95 inspections to ensure the facility was safe for 
the public.  
 
Going Green, Saving 
Paper and Money 
A new “Paperless” program 
started by the Department 
of Planning and Land Use 
saved $50,000 in its first 
two months of operation 
and is expected to save the 
department $300,000 in the 
coming fiscal year. 
The program was created 
as a Green environmental 
initiative to reduce paper use. But it’s also saved money and 
made the department more efficient. Distributing and managing 
documents electronically, such as monthly agendas for the 
County’s 26 community advisory groups and other community 
groups, has significantly cut paper use. It’s also allowed the de-
partment to cut the time that staff members have had to print, stuff 
and mail that material. That has allowed DPLU to reduce counter 
staff and shift other employees to more critical work. DPLU con-
servatively     estimates the program will shave three full pallets of 
paper off the department’s use. That’s equal to 2 ¾ tons of paper; 
1,100 reams, or roughly 550,000 sheets --- enough to stretch 95 
½ miles. A single pallet of paper (shown above) equals 400 
reams!  
                                                                             Back to Page One             
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Online, not In Line 

DPLU and the Building Division have    
created several Web-based tools to  help 
customers by reducing wait times and   
offering new services people can use with-
out coming to County offices. Here are 
some of those! 

 
Research building permit and property   
histories:  
 http://landinfo.sdcounty.ca.gov/Index.cfm  
 
Apply for some building permits:   
http://sdcountyluegepay.com/kivanet/citizen/ 
 
Estimate your permit cost:  
http://sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/bldgforms in-
dex.html#feest  
 
Find building forms:      
www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/bldgforms/
index.html 
 
Answer zoning questions: 
www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/docs/444.pdf      
www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/zoning/index.html 
 
Check average counter wait-times:       
www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/bldg/bldg_waits.html 
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DPLU Introduces Self Serve Kiosk to 
Help Customers  

The Department of Planning and Land Use 
(DPLU) introduced a new service last quarter 
to help customers who visit the County’s land 
use offices, a computerized self-serve kiosk 
that quickly directs customers with simple 
business to the correct land use counter.  
Until now, all land-use customers have 
started out at DPLU’s manned central information booth, where 
staff members determine which counters customers need to visit, 
and in what order. The central booth serves an important function 
because many customers have complicated business that can 
require visiting several counters in varying orders. However, cus-
tomers with simple business can get stuck waiting in line just to 
find out where to head next while staff members help customers 
with more complicated business. The self-serve kiosk will help 
avoid that and speed up the process for everyone. With the click 
of a few buttons, the machine will direct customers with simple 
business to the right counter, automatically “queue” them up for 
service and punch them out a service ticket. As a result, people 
with simple business won’t have to wait to find out where they 
need to go for help and customers with complicated business will 
enjoy shorter lines at the central booth. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
                                                                             Back to Page One             
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Important Building Division Telephone 
Numbers  

Building Offices: (858) 694-2960 

Toll Free: (800) 411-0017 

2003, 2007 Wildfire Survivors: 

(858) 694-3876 
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South County Plan 

Roughly 150 people turned out to attend the annual South County 
(Subarea) Plan Report and Workshop in May in the Balboa Park 
Club Ballroom. Officials from the cities of San Diego and Chula 
Vista, state and federal wildlife agencies and others joined the 
County to tell the public about the San Diego region’s biological 
assets and the Multiple Species Conservation Program’s role in 
preserving open space. The annual report and some of the mate-
rial presented at the workshop can be seen online at 
www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/mscp/nc.html. 

 

North County Plan 

The MSCP Division plans to release its revised draft North County 
Plan and the plan’s draft environmental documents for public re-
view this fall, and is currently continuing to work on those docu-
ments with consultants and stakeholders. 

The public can review the draft plan, including its appendices and 
the public comments it received when it released the first draft 
North County Plan in 2009, on the MSCP website, at 
www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/mscp/nc.html. 

 

East County Plan 

Work on the East County Plan has been slowed indefinitely be-
cause of County budget constraints and staffing reductions that 
resulted from the recession. Once budget and staffing constraints  
are resolved, work on the East County Plan is intended to resume. 
For now, the MSCP group will continue to notify interested people 
about the status of the East County Plan as news breaks. 
To find more information about the East County Plan and to see 
the preliminary draft preserve map, please go to: 
www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/mscp. 
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Multiple Species Conservation Program   Summer 2010 

Featured Species: 
Desert bighorn sheep 
 
If you ever visit San Diego County’s 
Anza Borrego State Park (the largest 
state park in California), you may just 
see this quarter’s featured threatened     
species --- the desert bighorn sheep. 
In fact, the “Borrego” in Anza Borrego’s 
name is the Spanish word for sheep. 
According to information provided by the 
state parks, desert bighorn sheep first 
migrated to Anza Borrego thousands of 
years ago from Eurasia, when “Old 
World” mountain ranges were con-
nected to the New World by the ancient 
land bridge. Today, San Diego County’s 
desert bighorn sheep ---     instantly 
recognizable by the male ram’s massive 
curlicue horns --- exist along the low 
desert slopes. Federally listed as endan-
gered, they also can be found in the 
peninsular ranges in Riverside and Im-
perial counties. Fully adapted to desert 
life, they graze on more than 50 species 
of native desert plants. Rams weighing 
up to 225 pounds often      compete by 
butting heads to mate with females, 
which typically produce a single lamb 
each year. It is not uncommon for more 
than half of all lambs to die due to dis-
ease, predators and other hardships. 

Photo courtesy of  the Bighorn Institute 
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Quino Checkerspot Butterfly / Amending the South 
County Subarea Plan 

 

The MSCP Division has combined into one proposed amendment 
the package of policy papers it created last year that suggested 
how to improve the South County Plan by helping preserve the 
endangered Quino checkerspot butterfly. 
The division expects to release the proposed amendment for   
public review by the end of this year. 
If adopted, the proposed amendment would add the butterfly to 
the list of species covered by the South County Plan.  
The amendment: 
 Proposes conservation levels.  
 Describes how the County could estimate and monitor butter-

fly populations and manage its habitat. 
 Recommends how the County and developers could set aside 

and protect butterfly habitat when building occurs.  
The division is preparing a supplemental environmental impact 
report and environmental impact statement for the proposed 
amendment. The Quino checkerspot butterfly was put on the fed-
eral endangered species list in 1997. Experts believe its popula-
tions have decreased by up to 95 percent. For more information 
about the Quino amendment, please go to: 
www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/mscp/quino.html. 
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Multiple Species Conservation Program Summer 2010 

Classic Books to Learn More  

About Nature 

 
 

 A Sand County Almanac by Aldo 

Leopold: Leopold was acknowledged by 

some as the “father” of wildlife conservation.  
 

 Walden by Henry David Thoreau: The 

most famous book written by one of America’s 

great philosophers and naturalists. 

 

 Pilgrim at Tinker Creek by Anne   

Dillard: A modern (20th Century) version of 

Walden.  

 

 Silent Spring by Rachel Carson: Rec-

ognized as one of the most important environ-

mental books ever published. 
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